
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear CHERN members, 
 

One year ago we established the China In 
Europe Research Network (CHERN) COST 
Action in Brussels at COST Office 
headquarters. Since then a lot has happened, 
both in the network and in the world, much of it 
dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
In this first CHERN newsletter we want to keep 
our members and interested parties updated 
about past and upcoming CHERN events, 
publications of CHERN members and relevant 
announcements. 

   EWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the key events in the past year was the 
successful two-day CHERN conference in 
Lisbon (kindly hosted by SCTE) in early March 
2019, just before Europe went into lockdown. 
All five CHERN working groups were firmly 
established and organized research seminars, 
we held an interesting roundtable on the state 
of the Union in light of EU-China relations, 
were briefed by the European Joint Research 
Committee on their latest China research and 
had a productive Management Committee 
meeting. Since the lockdown the working 
groups have been active in organizing online 
webinars, online conferences and meetings, 
launching collaborations on joint publications 
and grant proposals (see overview below). We 
have also successfully launched the first batch 
of five Short Term Scientific Missions (STSMs) 
on topics ranging from Chinese investments in 
Europe’s agriculture, food and renewable 
energy, Chinese construction projects in the 
Balkans to official Chinese finance in Europe 
and Chinese elite migration in Europe. 

  
. 

The position of China in Europe has meanwhile 
become even more contested, and Euro-Sino 
relations have become more strained and 
‘geopoliticized’ in the context of US-China trade- 
and tech war and in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and an economic crisis of historical 
proportions. All of this is leading to a 
reassessment of Europe’s position in the world, 
internally, and vis-à-vis China, and a surge of 
economic nationalism. With a new presidency in 
the White House and the 14th Five Year Plan 
launched in Beijing focusing on tech, climate and 
a ‘dual circulation policy’, these challenges will 
gain fresh impetus. 

 

Our network of academics across Europe – which 
focuses on the exchange, pooling and breeding 
of in-depth, nuanced, empirical research on the 
socio-economic impacts of Chinese engagements 
with the continent – is the more relevant in this 
context and we are eagerly waiting to start 
convening F2F events again, hopefully in a 
foreseeable future. Meanwhile we’d like to 
encourage you to stay or get involved, exchange 
research (plans), calls for funding, relevant 
conferences and events, propose or join Short 
Term Scientific Meetings or Training schools, 

become member of the CHERN Linked-In page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Naná de Graaff, CHERN Cost Action Chair 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8956250/


CHERN 

WG II “High tech and innovation” runs a 
monthly webinar series during the pandemic. 
They’ve had amongst others Julia Voo (Belfer 
Center for Science and international affairs, 
Harvard Kennedy School) presenting on cyber 
security, Rogier Creemers (Leiden University) on 
China’s conception of Cyber Sovereignty, Tim 
Ruhlig (Swedish Institute of International Affairs) 
on the role, impact and distinctiveness of Chinese 
standards/standardization and Roberta Rabellotti 
(Universita di Pavia) on the role of green FDI in 
renewable energies. Please write an email to 
tim.ruhlig@ui.se if you are interested in either 
joining just (any of) the webinars or participating 
in WG II. 

upcoming events 

Past events 

CHERN website soon to go live 

We are eager to soon meet with you online! 

The first year of our mobility-focused COST 
action was marked by the whole world going 
online. In an effort to adapt to this new way of 
networking, we have been working hard on 
making our website as reliable and user-friendly 
as possible. We hope that it can serve as a 
meeting place for exchanging knowledge and 
ideas until we can again meet face-to-face. 

If you want to be among the first to know when 

our website goes live, please sign up here. 

WG V “Labour and Migration” organized an 
online/hybrid workshop – which attracted 70 
participants – on changing interethnic relations 
between Chinese and locals in Europe in light of 
shifting geopolitics, changing migration flows and 
changes in the socioeconomic status of the 
Chinese in Europe. This workshop was organized 
by the WG's interethnic relations subgroup, 
headed by Beck Fanni on October 16 at Central 
European University in Budapest. 

WG I “Strategic sectors and infrastructure 
development” members Filip de Beule (KU 
Leuven) , Haiyan Zhang (Neoma Business 
School), together with Philippe De Lombaerde 
(United Nations University) will put together a 
special issue and an (upcoming) workshop on: 
"Belt and Road Initiative: Strategic Responses of 
Governments and Multinational Companies after 
Coronavirus Pandemic”. 

The selected authors will be expected to present 
their paper at a Special Issue workshop to be 
held at NEOMA Business school in Paris, early 
2021. Final selected papers will be published in a 
Special Issue which is under review by a leading 
international journal, provided they pass the peer
review process. 

 

In Brussels in November 2019, several CHERN 
members participated in a publication workshop 
on China in Europe research organised by Jeffrey 
Henderson (Bristol University) and Naná de Graaff 
(VU Amsterdam). This led to a special issue guest- 
edited by them, titled “The Wind from the East”, 
which is under review by a leading international 
journal.

http://94.102.156.173/chern/
mailto:tim.ruhlig@ui.se
https://forms.gle/bWPbJj2pQz61Hen4A


The first successful call for Short-term scientific missions (STSM) was launched and generated the 

following line up: 

Working Group 1 (Strategic sectors and infrastructure development) will be mapping Chinese investments 
in Europe’s agriculture and food by Ms. Anabela Santiago (PhD candidate at University de Aveiro) under 
the guidance of Dr. Niall Duggan at University College Cork. 

Working Group 2 (High tech and innovation-driven investments and acquisitions) will look at Chinese FDI 
in Renewables in Europe. The selected candidate was Ms Kejia Yang (PhD candidate at the University of 
Sussex) who will work under the supervision of Prof. Roberta Rabellotti at the University of Pavia. 

Working Group 3 (Finance, real estate and services) will build a data base on official Chinese finance in 
Europe. Ms Oyuna Baldakova (PhD candidate at Free University Berlin) will work on this with Dr. Nicholas 
Jepson at the University of Manchester. 

Working group 5 (Labour and Migration) will carry out two STSMs in this period: Ms Imogen Liu (PhD candidate 
at Maastricht University) will carry out a baseline study on Chinese construction projects in the Balkans under 
the supervision of Dr. Elena Jovičić at the Institute of Economic Sciences Belgrade), while Ms Fanni Beck (PhD 
candidate at Central University Budapest) will contribute to comparative research on Chinese elite migration to 
selected European countries at ISCTE Lisbon under the guidance of Dr Sofia Gaspar. 

CHERN congratulates the successful candidates and is looking forward to their exciting research outputs! 
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n!  

Join the CHERN LinkedIn group 

No LinkedIn account yet? LinkedIn offers opportunities to network regularly with  
CHERN members and CHERN stakeholders. Set up an account here. 

Share your CHERN related publications within this newsletter. 

Send an e-mail to: a.filius@vu.nl 

MC meeting Lisbon March 2020 

http://94.102.156.173/chern/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8956250/
https://linkedin.com/reg/join
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