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China’s Digital Power and its Implications for Europe 

 

Digital technologies are an important driver of societal, political, and economic change. Europe must find its 

place in order to ensure a prosperous future for its people. A major challenge for Europe in this respect is the 

way in which the People’s Republic of China (PRC) crafts its strategy towards technology and is trying to em-

ploy a strategic advantage in the emerging power rivalry with the United States. While Europe – including the 

European Union – needs to cooperate with China, it also faces a four-dimensional “digital China challenge”. 

Economically, an unlevel playing field is seen to favour Chinese tech firms. If not matched with appropriate Eu-

ropean support this may endanger Europe’s digital industrial competitiveness. Politically, the perceived risk 

that China leverages political concessions from technologically (over-)dependent third countries needs to be 

scrutinized. In the security field, the digital equipment could come with cyber-insecurities that enable espio-

nage and sabotage. Since Europe is not in a security alliance with China, Chinese technology has been in the 

focus of recent debates. Ideationally, China’s technological stronghold calls into question the governance prin-

ciples and underlying values of digital technologies. This challenge is a multidimensional one as it encom-

passes a wide variety of technologies ranging from Artificial Intelligence and the Internet of Things to Block-

chain, 5G, and semiconductors and requires both political and economic knowledge of China as well as tech-

nical expertise. 

 

To facilitate related research that supports European policymaking, CHERN Working Group II organizes a workshop in mid-

June 2021, most likely 17-19 June. Depending on the pandemic situation, the workshop might be held hybrid, online or as 

a physical meeting in Sweden, Belgium, or the Netherlands. 

 

We welcome… 

• abstracts for contributions of around 0.5 pages in length that 

• must be co-authored by at least one technical expert (engineer, computer scientist etc.) and one social 

scientist with China and/or European expertise. 

We look for… 

• policy-relevant contributions that are based on solid academic research or lay out an agenda for such re-

search. 

Successful applicants will be asked to contribute to the workshop either 

• a draft policy brief of 4 pages that will be considered for the CHERN Policy Brief series or 

• a paper that outlines a research agenda with concrete suggestions for interdisciplinary cooperation that 

benefits European policymaking. 

 

If the situation allows for a physical/hybrid meeting, travel expenses will be covered in accordance with COST guidelines. If 

a physical meeting is possible, we will aim to provide whatever is necessary to decrease health risks. In case the meeting 

will take place in Stockholm, we will organize a closed-door meeting with key stakeholders. 

 

Abstract submission by Sunday, 28 March 2021 to Tim Rühlig: tim.ruhlig@ui.se  
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