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In her lecture, Dr Oertel argues that the broad notion of “partnership” no longer reflects the true 

complexity of the EU’s interactions with China in tackling global warming. To successfully manage this 

new reality, the EU and its member states will have to clearly define benchmarks and red lines for 

credible climate action, to set the framework for cooperation. At the same time, they will need to 

invest in future competitiveness. After all, climate action is not just about a global public good but 

turns into a central angle of global economic competition.

Janka Oertel is the Director of the Asia Programme at the European Council on Foreign 

Relations. She previously worked as a Senior Fellow in the Asia Program at the German 

Marshall Fund of the United States’ Berlin office, where she focused on transatlantic 

China policy including on emerging technologies, Chinese foreign policy and security in 

East Asia. Prior to joining GMF, she served as a program director at Körber Foundation’s 

Berlin office. She was a visiting fellow at the German Institute for International and 

Security Affairs (SWP Berlin) and worked at United Nations Headquarters, New York, 

as a Carlo-Schmid-Fellow. She has published widely on topics related to EU-China relations, US-China 

relations, security in the Asia-Pacific region, Chinese foreign policy, 5G and emerging technologies as well as 

climate cooperation.

CHERN is the EU-COST China in Europe Research Network
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