
 

 

 

 

 

CHINA IN EUROPE RESEARCH NETWORK 

WORKING GROUP 4: PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION 
 

invites you to a workshop on 
 

Addressing the emerging New Cold War narrative on 

China – the role and space of European academics  
 

Dates: 24th-25th September 2021 

Time:  Friday, 24th 16:00 – 22:00 

 Saturday, 25th 9:00 – 20:00 

 

Workshop format: hybrid: presence in Berlin + online (Berlin venue TBA) 

 

The increasing politicization of discourses on China and the emergence of a new Cold War 

narrative raise great challenges for scholars working on China. They face the pressure of 

having to take sides on a daily basis: ”are you for or against China?” It is getting increasingly 

difficult to avoid being labelled either as a strong supporter or a fierce opponent of China 

and to push back with the argument that academia stands for nuanced and grounded 

views. There is a growing need to discuss our role and space openly and sincerely to cope 

with these tensions and avoid being instrumentalized. The workshop is designed to create a 

”safe space” for exchange and stimulate ideas for de-escalation in the academic setting. 

There will not be any traditional academic presentations, instead you are expected to share 

your experiences and be active throughout the workshop as well as (co)create some output 

(like one-pagers, thoughtpieces etc. along the way). 

 

 

Participants: Academics at all career stages, working on/with China in various fields across 

Europe (academics from non-core European countries are especially welcome). The 

invitation is open to the whole CHERN-membership! 

 

Leading questions: 

- How to communicate complex messages? (How does a one-sided view on China 

affect our work as academics? Academic freedom, self-censorship in Europe?) 

- How to participate in the wider discourse on China? (How to get our voices heard? 

What are our experiences with knowledge transfer, knowledge politics in Europe?) 

- What role can and should we play as academics in the shaping of Sino-European 

relations?   



1st day:  

Afternoon/evening: ”marinade” (focus on individual experiences) 

- harvesting experiences – challenges on the individual level – how/where do we 

articulate those? (if we articulate them at all?)  

- are there / should there be safe spaces for people working on China? how do we 

create such spaces? 

 

2nd day:  

Morning: ”slow simmer” (structured analysis, identification of problems, weighing solutions) 

- the context: identification of challenges of working in the current political/media 

context + differences and commonalities within Europe (different contexts in 

European countries) 

- how does academia relate to this? can we move beyond such polarization?  

- placing our China work in the context of communication studies: communication 

strategies, framing in media and politics with a framing expert 

 

Afternoon: ”slow simmer” (structured analysis, identification of problems, weighing 

solutions) 

- aspects of escalation affecting our work  

- how do we define our role and space in the (de-)escalation? 

- what de-escalation tools are applicable to our experiences? 

- placing our China work in the context of mediation studies: de-escalation tools with a 

conflict resolution expert  

 

Evening: ”pressure cooker” (plans for moving forward) 

- a perspective on how to act – building blocks for a toolkit to communicate our 

findings? – collection of ideas for an output  

 

Application procedure: Please apply through the link below 

https://vuamsterdam.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_71D0YuPHirc9Mhg  
 

Number of participants for an in-person event: 15-30  
 

Applications will be decided on:  

- Relevance/motivation 

- CHERN WG4 members enjoy priority 

 

Deadline: 20th August 2021 – you’ll get a confirmation by 27th August 2021 

 

Reimbursement: Your travel costs (round trip) and a daily allowance of 191 EUR/day lump 

sum (up to three days) will be reimbursed by CHERN. Depending on whether you really stay 

for three days – if your round trip ticket says you stayed two days, then two days will be 

reimbursed. Please note that PCR tests will not be reimbursed. 

https://vuamsterdam.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_71D0YuPHirc9Mhg

